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To all members, parishioners and friends of St. George Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Hermitage we wish a blessed Feast of feasts, with the glori-
ous greeting

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

CBum unaHOBUMA, ITapoxujanuMa u mpujatesbuma Cpricke
IIpaBociasue Llprse “Cs. Bophe” xemmmo b6irarocioBex
[Ipasuuk Ha CBUM IIPA3HUIIMMA, CA PAJOCHUM I103PaBOM,

XPUCTOC BACKPCE! BAUCTHUHY BACKPCE!

0. Munosan, nonaduja Tamuana, Bacunuje, Jlazap, Hukonuna u Jenena
Kamanuh

PoST RESURRECTION

The Apostles
and the Foundation of the Church

An apologetic consideration of the Lord's Resurrection leads logically to the
subject of Ecclesiology, the institution of the Twelve being the link between
the two subjects. We know about the Resurrection, after all, from the testimony
of witnesses, and the Church from the beginning was formed and structured
around the testimony and authority of specific men who were the appointed
witnesses of the risen Jesus. These men were originally known simply as "the
Twelve" (1 Corinthians 15:5; John 6:67; 20:24)

Certainly the Lord appeared to others besides these Twelve (cf. 1 Corinthians
15:5-8; Matthew 28:9; Mark 16:9-12; Luke 24:13-35; John 20:11-18). None-
theless, each of the four Gospels concentrates attention on a specific revelation
to the Twelve (or, more precisely, the Eleven, because of the recent defection),
a revelation in which the risen Lord commissioned these men with particular
authority as His appointed witnesses (Matthew 28:16-19; Mark 16:14-15; Luke
24:47-49; John 20:21; 21:15-17). Although the four Evangelists differ greatly
among themselves with respect to the details of this revelation--and even the
locale where it took place--the fact of the apostolic revelation is the same in
each account, and each contains some form of the Great Commission.

Continued on page 5

News

e from the

Parish

The Lenten season, which at the
outset seemed endless, is rapidly
coming to an end. Another season
of fasting and prayer will be gone,
hopefully leaving us with the feeling
that we've used it wisely.

As in previous years, this year we
served the Liturgy of the Presancti-
fied Gifts on Wednesdays and Fri-
days of the weeks of the fast with
an attendance that left much to be
desired. Those that did attend, both
regularly and occasionally, did a
great deed for both themselves and
those that prayed with them since
we are strengthened in our prayer,
fasting and all good deeds by one
another.

As the first days of spring tend to
inspire cleaning that was what we
did. Actually, it was more painting
than cleaning when we got together
on Saturday, March 18th at our
church. Thanks to Ed Fabian, Fr.
Milovan Katanic, Nick and Jonathan
Orras and Mico Vucenovic we put a
fresh coat of paint in the narthex of
the church which, with all the smoke
from the candles in this small area
of the church, was in much need of
some care. In the meantime, Desa
and Francine cleaned the interior of
the church.

The end of March also brings our
Friday fish dinners to an end. What
Mico, our church board president,
suggested as an option back in Oc-
tober of last year lasted five months,
from November to March and has
brought approximately $6,000 of
income to our church. Certainly
none of this would have happened

See next page
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Correction from Last Issve:

Alex Kasich donated $50 to the
church in memory of Kum Pete
Grkinich. A pomen was given by
Alex and John Kasich in the
memory of +Pete Grkinich.
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In loving memory of the newly
departed servant of God
+Martha Grkinich.

May Christ our God, whose
glorious
Resurrection we celebrate these
days grant unto her fruitful soul
the remission of her sins memory
eternal.

4 )
As of March 2007 we have in

Our Fresco Fund:

$10,443.00 )

\

Continued from Page 1

News from the parish

without the hard work of those that
came and helped in the kitchen. A big
“Thank you”goes to all of our tireless
workers:

Dragica Cica

Ed Fabian

Francine Fabian
Bertha Gracanin
Bobbie Gracenin
Sava Grkinic

Kata Ivanovic
Catherine Jankovich
Mary Kasich

Fr. Milovan Katanic
Popadija Tatiana Katanic
Angie Orras
Caroline Petrochko
Desa Vucenovic
Dmitar Vucenovic
Evelyn Vucenovic

In addition to this we thank all of those
that have sponsored the fish dinners
and thereby greatly defrayed the
costs. In addition to all those listed in
previous issues of our monthly news-
letter we add the recent donations
made by

Mr. and Mrs. Dusan Cica
Mr. and Mrs. Stojan Rrkman
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Backo
Mr. and Mrs. George Backo
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Mirkovic.

And finally, the “sweetest” part, we
thank

Draga Cica
Francine Fabian
Bertha Gracanin
Catherine Jankovich
Mary Kasich
Caroline Petrochko
Desa Vucenovich

for all the lenten baked goods they
donated for the fish dinners.

Finally, in the early morning hours of
Monday, March 26 we learned of the
falling asleep of +Martha Grkinich.

Unfortunately, we’re sorry to announce
that this year will NOT be having the
Lamb Roast as we have hoped.

During these days of the fast which are
days of fasting, prayer and almsgiving,
we’ve been collecting donations through
our Relief Fund to go for our suffering
Serbian people in Kosovo. We've re-
ceived the following donations:

Chetniks “Rave Gore” .......nennes
SNF Lodge “Vidovdan’...............

Steve and lvana Vucenovich..............
Milos Miodrag Sr. ....ccccccccrreeeennn
Catherine Jankovich......ene...

Please mail your donations to the treas-
urer Debbie Bellich, 3684 Tiffany Lane,

Hermitage, Pa 16148 or Milos Miodrag

604 Park Ave. Farrell Pa 16121.

Finally, in the early morning hours of
Monday, March 26 we were saddened
to learn of the falling asleep of +Martha
Grkinich. This devout member of our
church choir, Kolo Sestara and parish,
worked, together with her late husband
Pete, tirelessly for the church during her
life. Martha was an inspiration for many;
she was a loving mother, a faithful wife,
a strong member of the church. She will
be deeply missed but this church that
she, for many years, worked for her will
remember her name always, praying
that God grant her a place in His eternal
Kingdom.

NOTICE TO ALL
PARISHIONERS:

As most parishioners already know we have
opened our social center to catering events
through a caterer. Since catering events
such as weddings are planned in advance
we unfortunately cannot know if those
dates will interfere with other doings. All
dates are final. For example, when planning
a dacha after a funeral please see with
Valerie Backo to make sure the date is
open. Thank you for your understanding.
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Elder Porphyrios the Kapsokalivite

On Love Towards our Neighbor

Love towards our neighbor has no limits. It should spread
to the ends of the world, to include all people, everywhere.

In my time I wanted to go to Crete, in Matala, and to live
there with the hippies, without sin of course, so that I might
show them the love of Christ, to see its greatness and to,
perhaps, see that it can change and transfigure them. Love
is beyond everything. I will give you an example.

There was once an ascetic who had two novices. He made
great efforts to give them spiritual advice and to help them
to be good. To himself, however, he worried whether they
were truly advancing in the spiritual life and whether they
were prepared for the Kingdom of God. He waited for God
to send him a sign of this, but there was no answer from
above. One day there was to be an all-night vigil in the
church of another skete, a many hour distance from their
skete. A considerable hike was required in reaching the
desired skete. He sent his novices in the morning that they
might reach the skete in time so they could prepare every-
thing while the elder would leave in the afternoon. The nov-
ices were approaching the skete when they heard some
wailing. They had a sight to see—some man was lying with
heavy wounds and crying for help.

“Carry me, please!” he said. “This is the desert. No one
comes this way. Who will help me? There are two of you.
Lift me up and take me to the first village.”

“We can’t!” they replied. “We are in a rush for vigil. We
were ordered to go prepare everything for the service.”

“Carry me, I beg you! If you leave me, I'll die, the wild
beasts will eat me alive.”

“We can’t! What are we to do, we must go to our task.”
They left.

In the afternoon the elder also left for the all-night vigil. He
traveled the same way. And he also reached the place where
this wounded man lay. Looking at him, he approached him

and said:

“What happened to you, man of God? What is the matter?
How long have you been like this? Hasn’t anyone seen
you?”

“Two monks passed by this morning. I asked them to help
me but they were in a hurry to go to the vigil.”

“I'll take you, don’t worry,” the elder said.

“You can’t. You're old. You can'’t lift me; it’s impossible!”
“No, don’t worry, I'll carry you; I can’t leave you here.”
“But you can'’t lift me.”

“I'll bend down and you hold on to me and I will, little by
little, take you to a nearby village. A little today, a little to-
morrow, but we’ll get there.”

The elder was barely able to carry the wounded man and
began with much suffering to walk through the sand under

the weight of the body. A river of sweat was coming down
him. He thought to himself: “Even if I have to walk three
days, I'll get there.”

As we walked through the desert, he began to feel the
weight become more and more lighter all until at one mo-
ment it felt like he wasn’t carrying anything. He turned to
see what was happening and to his surprise he saw an angel
on his shoulders. The angel told him:

“God has sent me to inform you of your two novices that
they are not worthy of the Kingdom of God for they don’t
have love.”

Taken from the book
Life and Sayings of the Elder Porphyrios
the Kapsokalivite

HOW A HUMAN
BECOMES SUB-HUMAN

For years the famous painter Leonardo Da Vinci worked on
the “Last Supper”. He looked for a face that he could use
as a model for the Lord’s face and that of the apostles. And
so for the Lord’s face he found a young man, whose face
shone with beauty, honor and innocence. Afterwards, he
slowly found faces for the others. But he spent a long time
in search of someone who would serve as a model for Ju-
das. Waking in the crowd once he came upon a person with
grotesque features, unkempt and just ugly and antagonistic.
A true mask of all vices. He called him to his studio and told
him why he called him. The man looked at the already
painted image of Christ, and for a long time he stared until
tears started coming out of his eyes. The surprised painter
asked him, why are you crying. The man answered:

“Why wouldn’t I cry? Five years ago I was your model for
the image of Christ and now you want me to serve as a
model for Judas.”

To all members of the SNF “Vidovdan”
Lodge 68 in Farrell, Pa and all Serbs
throughout the world we wish a blessed
feast of the Resurrection with the
Serbian greeting:
XPUCTOC BACKPCE!
BAHCTHHY BACKPCE!

- The board of the SNF “Vidovdan” Lodge 68
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IToyke Ctapua Iloppupuja KaBcokaiuBura

O IbYBABU NMPEMA BITMXHEM

JbybaB mpema OkeM HeMma rpanunia. OHa Tpeba jia ce
pacIpocTHpe JI0 Kpaja 3eMJbe, Zla 00yXBaTa CBe Jby/le, CBy/a.

Ja cam cBojeBpeMeHO keJieo fia ogeM Ha Kpur, y Marana, u
Jla OH/Te KUBUM 3ajeZIHO ca XUIUI[Ma, HapaBHO 6e3 rpexa,
Kako OUX UM IMoKa3ao JbybaB XpPHUCTOBY, /1a BUJIE FbeHY
BEJINUMHY U J]a, MO, YBU/JIE 1a OHA MOKE /1A UX
NperHauYnuy U npeobpasu. Jbybas je uzHaz ceera. Hasenrhy
BaM IIpUMeED.

Buo jenHoM jenaH MOABMKHUK U MMAO JBa MOCIIYIITHUKA.
Beoma ce Tpyznno /1a uM Ipy:Ku IyXOBHY KOPHUCT U /14 UM
omorHe a 6yy nobpu. Y cebu ce, mehytum, 6punyo aa jiu
OHU 3aKCTa HAIIPEAYjy Y AyXOBHOM JKUBOTY U /14 JIU Cy
cupemuu 3a [laperBo Boxje. MmuekuBao je ga my bor
IoIIIaJbe HEKY 3HAK O TOME, aJTH HUKAKBOT OJITOBOPA 0/103T0
Huje 6mto. JeaHora JaHa Tpebasio je na 6yze cBeHOhHO
Ozeme y IPKBU HEKOT APYTOT CKUTA, Y/IaJbeHOT MHOTO CaTH
X0/1a O] BbUXOBOT cKUTa. Tpebasio je uTekako NemayuTy Kpo3
IyCTUEbY /1a 6u ce cTuri oHamo. [Tomasbe OH cBOje
HCKYyIIeHUKe Beh u3jyTpa, Kako OM paHO CTUTJIH U
MIPUIIPEMIUIH I[PKBY, a CaM CTapar; O JI0IIao0 MocJe MO/ HE.
[TocaymauIy cy Beh 6mmu NpUINYHO MOOAMAKIIH KaJT
M3HEHa/a 3auylie jayke. iMasu cy miTa fja BUjie—HEKH Y0BEK
JIeKY TEIIKO ParbeH U Baluje 3a MoMoh.

“IlonecuTe Me, MOJIUM Bac!”, roBopHoO je. “OBjie je mycTumba.
Osyna Huxko He nposasu. Ko he mu momohu? /IBojuna cre.
ITourauTe Me U OZHECUTE 0 IPBOT cenal”

“He moskemo!” oarosopuiie. “YKypumo ce Ha 61eme. [lobmmu
CMO 3aIOBECT J]a IPUIIPEMUMO CBe IIITO Tpeba 3a 6/1eme.”

“Ilonecute Me, MOJIUM Bac! AKO Me OBZie OCTaBUTE, yMpehy,
nojenrhe mMe TUBJbe 3BEPHU.”

“He moxemo! IlITa ma pajumo, MopaMo Jia HAEMO Ha CBOjy
JIy?>KHOCT.”

OTtnpoie.

[Tocse moiHe KpeHy U cTapall Ha cBeHOhHO O/ieme. Uimao je
HCTUM myTeM. U OH CTHIKE /IO MecTa Ha KOjeM je JIexKao
pameHUK. Y1ena ra, upuhe my, na he my pehu:

“IlITa Tu ce mecuio, yoBeue boxju? IllTa i je? OTKaa cH
oBze? 3ap Te HUKO HUje IPUMETHO?”

“IIpomwra cy jyTpoc 1Ba MOHAaxa. 3aMOJIHO CaM HX JIa MU
ITOMOTHY, aJIX Cy KYPUJIA /Ia CTUTHY Ha O/erbe.”

“Ilouehy tu ja, He 6punu,” pehu he crapar.

“Ma HE MOXK€EI TU, TU CU cTap. He MO2XK€EIl Me HOI{I/IhPI; TO 'e
s
HEMOI yhe!”

“He, He 6punwu, ja hy Te HoHeTH; HEe MOTY /1a T€ OCTaBUM.”
“Aiu He Moxxe1I Me noguhu!”

“Carnyhy ce, Tu ce gp>xu 32 MeHe, 1a hy Te, MaJI0-IIoMaJio,
OJTHETH JI0 HEKOT O0JIIKIber cesia. MaJsio janac, Majo cyTpa,

anu crrhum hy.”

Crapaii Ha je/IBUTe jajie TOHece PAlbeHUKA U TI0Ye C
MYKOM /Ia KOpaya II0 MECKY I0/] TEPETOM JbY/ICKOT TeJia.
Ca mera je 3HOj TEKa0 TIOTOKOM. A OH je y ceO1 MUCJIHO:
“Maxkap u Tpu AaHa X07a0, anu hy cruhu.”

JToK je OH TaKO KOpavao Kpo3 MyCTHIbY, T0Yeo je Aa oceha
Jla TEPET KOjU HOCH TIOCTaje CBE JIAKIIIH, CBE JIOK Y jeZTHOM
TPEHYTKY HHUje OCETHO Kao Jja Ha cebu He Hocu HuiTa. OH
ce OKpeTe Jla BUIM IIITa Ce TO JIelllaBa 1, Ha CBOje
u3HeHaljeme, BUJIE J]a je Ha IeroBUM JiehuMa jesian
anheo. Taj anhjeo my peue:

“Bor Me II0CJIa0 /ia TH CAOIIIIITUM Jia TBOja 1aB
oc/IyITHuKA HUCY foctojHa [aperBa boxjer jep HeMajy
JpyOaBu.”

IIpeysemo u3 xwuze:
2Kusom u noyxe cmapua Ilopgupuja Kascoxarusuma,
Beceda, Hosu Cad 2005 2.

KAKO YOBEK NMOCTAJE
HEYOBEK

Yysenu ciimkap JleoHapio e Bunuu roguHaMa je pajgiuo
3HameHuTy “TajHy Beuepy”. Tpakuo je iuna koja 6u my
MOTJIa IIOCIIY?>KUTH 3a MO7ies1 XpHcTa U 3a JINKOBe
amnocrosia. Taxo je 3a siuk XpUCTOB HAIIA0 jeJTHOT MJIaJoT
YOBEKa, UHje Jie JIUIE CHUjasIo JIETTOTOM, IOCTOjaHCTBOM U
HeBuHoIhy. ITocie je mocTeneHo HaJIa3u0 U3pa3UTe
IIpHMepKe 3a CBAKOT IIojeIUHIIA. AJu 3a Jyzay ZiyTo ce
Myuno fia Halje mely spynuma nogecuo iure. [llerajyhu y
TOMIJIM Hapo/ia Haj3a/l OH yIJIeJ|a jelHOT YOBeKa,
0/IBpaTHA M3IJIe/ia, CypoBa IOIJIe/ia U y CBEMY PyKHA U
onbojua. [TpaBa Macka cBux mopoka. OH ra 1o3oBe y CBOj
aresbe U KayKe My 3allITO Tra je 1o3Bao. HoBek ce 3ariiezia y
Beh Hac/mkaHm UK XPHUCTOB, U AYTO je HETPEMUIIE
IJIeJIa0, IOK My Cy3€e He IIOTEKOIIe U3 04UHjy. 3auyheHu
CJTMKAp YIINTA Ta, 3allTo IIJIave, a OH OJITOBOPH:

“Kaxo He 6ux miakao? [Ipe mer roxuHa ja cam tu
MIOCJIYKHO 32 JINK XPUCTOB, a €aJl XOhell /1a T’
MIOCJTY?>KUM 3a JINK JyauH.”

Bubauomexa Ceeuarux
Kanenoap 1955
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The ApOStles....continuedﬁom page 1

This means that the authority of these Twelve is in every
case related to their qualifications to testify to the factual
truth of the Resurrection. The four Evangelists, in varying
ways and in accord with the local traditions on which they
rely, bear witness to that common apostolic authority. By
reason of a special commission given by the risen Jesus
Himself, those Twelve formed a corporate, cohesive unit of
apostolic authority in the Church.

Indeed, their number itself was deemed important to the
Church's foundation. When the Twelve were reduced to
Eleven because of the defection of Judas, they promptly
provided for another man to take his place, prior to the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit. It is worth reviewing the conditions
on which that choice was based: "Therefore, of these men
who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of
John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of
these must become a witness with us of His resurrec-

tion" (Acts 1:21-22).

When God's choice fell on Matthias, therefore, "he was
numbered with the Eleven Apostles" (1:26). Chosen from a
larger group of those who had seen the risen Jesus, Mat-
thias was now officially taken into, "numbered with," this
distinct body of authorized witnesses. This was not an indi-
vidual but a corporate calling. Matthias became a "witness"
to the Resurrection "with" them. To these Twelve, all of
them chosen by God, was entrusted a special authority to
speak to and for the Church, particularly with respect to the
Resurrection.

The Apostles themselves did not select Matthias. He was
not voted on. He was chosen, says the Sacred Text, by "lot."
Indeed, the Greek word for "lot" here is kleros, and it is
worth noting that this is the root of the word "clergy." Mat-
thias became, rather literally, a "clergyman," a man selected
by lot.

The ministry of the men thus chosen as authoritative wit-
nesses was rooted in the Lord's Resurrection. This truth is
perhaps clearest in Matthew's version of the Great Commis-
sion, where Jesus begins by declaring, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to Me." It is in virtue of
that authority that Jesus then directs this select group of
men, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the na-

tions" (Matthew 28:18-19).

The important link word of this passage is "therefore." That
is to say, the mission of the Twelve is the proper inference
drawn from the premise of the authority and glorification of
Jesus by virtue of the Resurrection. The office and ministry
of apostolicity is inseparable from, and totally depends on,
the Resurrection of Christ. The apostolic authority in the
Church was founded on the Resurrection as on a validating
principle.

Finally, inasmuch as they were eyewitnesses, the Twelve
could have no "successors." Witnesses cannot be replaced,

and the institution of the Twelve could not be replaced. This
institution pertained only to the founding of the Church,
not its later history. The "apostolic succession" of the
Church does not include a succession to the institution of
the Twelve. Thus, after one of them was martyred (Acts
12:2), no substitute was chosen for him. Other men in the
New Testament were called "apostles,” but no one could
take the place of these Twelve. Their ministry was unique,
because it was "foundational” to the Church's origin (cf.
Revelation 21:14).

Fr. Patrick Henry Reardon

T—

In Memoriam: Martha Grkinich

Mrs. Grkinich was born May 27, 1928, in Cleveland to Bogdan
and Elizabeth Hajduk Oluich.

She was an alumna of Farrell High School and a clerk at Far-
rell Golden Dawn.

As a member of St. George Serbian Orthodox Church, Hermit-
age, Martha taught Sunday school, was a member of the
church choir, head of the church catering service, and served
as a past president and in other offices of the church board.
She also belonged to Shenango Valley Orthodox Women'’s
Guild, in which she was a past president and served in other
offices.

Martha was a member of Serbian National Federation Lodge
68; and Sveta Petka Circle of Serbian Sisters of St. George
Church.

Her husband, Petar Grkinich, whom she married April 16,
1961, passed away Oct. 22, 2006.

Surviving are: a daughter, Mrs. Allen (Cynthia) Hollander,
Gotha, Fla.; a son, David Evans, St. Augustine, Fla.; a half
brother, Theodore Marincich, Miami; and three grandchildren,
Jennifer Hollander; and Brian and Jessica Evans.

Besides her husband, Martha was preceded in death by her
parents; a brother, Louis Oluich; a half brother, Michael Marin-
cich; and two half sisters, Mildred and Georgia Ann Marincich.

Courtesy: Sharon Herald internet edition
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The Real Mixed Marriage Problem

Fr. Aris Metrakos

Marrying someone who is not Orthodox
threatens only the faith of the faithless.

t's summertime, the season for American Orthodox Churches to convene conferences,
convocations, and conventions. Annually or biannually, well-intentioned and earnest lay-
leaders and clergy sacrifice some of their vacation time to address a broad array of
weighty subjects affecting the National Church, dioceses, and the local parish. May the
Holy Spirit guide their deliberations!

This time of meetings means that there will be lots of opportunities to drag out and revisit
one of the great canards of American Orthodoxy: "The Mixed-Marriage Problem." For liter-
ally as long as I can remember, there has not been a gathering of churchmen and women,
wherein someone has not stood up to lament the "fact" that we are losing our young adults
because they are entering into mixed-marriages.

For those unacquainted with contemporary Orthodox Christian terminology, a mixed-
marriage is not a contract for life with you and your pet. (I'm not making this up -- check out
the Internet sites that offer this service if you don't believe me.) It is neither a wedding be-
tween persons of different races (a relatively common occurrence in the Church) nor be-
tween a person who is Orthodox with a non-Christian (a bond forbidden by the Church). In
modern Orthodox parlance, a mixed-marriage is the matrimonial union between an Ortho-
dox Christian and a Christian from another tradition.

For too many American Orthodox Christians, the mixed-marriage conventional wisdom fol-
lows this line of reasoning. In our pluralistic society, we cannot avoid the fact that most of
our youth will choose spouses who have had a different religious upbringing. With these

unions comes an inevitable dilution and disintegration of the practices of the Orthodox Faith.

The Greek Orthodox version of the typical harangue sounds something like this: "My boy
Costa married a xeni (stranger, outsider, foreigner) and now he doesn't come to Church!"
I don't buy it.

My mother became Orthodox because of marriage. So did my father-in-law. So did my
mother-in-law's mother-the first or one of the first converts in Jacksonville, Florida. Yia-Yia
(Greek for "grandmother") could not have been more white-bread. She grew up a Methodist
in Hendersonville, North Carolina. Her grandfather was a sergeant in the Confederate Army
who fought under General Lee at Appomattox. All three embraced Orthodoxy at a time
when the Liturgy was performed completely in the Greek language and there was no strat-
egy for Church growth like small groups or Wednesday evening Bible studies.

My family's witness confirms what I have seen in parish ministry. Whenever the Orthodox
partner in a marriage is strong in his or her beliefs, the non-Orthodox spouse develops al-
most immediate admiration for the Orthodox Church. Very often this esteem leads to con-
version and when it doesn't there is usually at least a sense of respect for the Orthodox way.

Mixed-marriages in America expose a problem, and it's not that Vassiliki is engaged to a
blonde named Bubba. Protestant and Roman Catholic fiancés are not leading our young
away from the Church. We are the source of the problem. We raise young people who are
lukewarm in their faith.

There's good news and bad news from the "we're-losing-our-youth" front. First, the bad
news. There is no silver bullet youth ministry or Sunday school program that will turn a
young person into a pious, believing, and committed Orthodox Christian. Now, the good
news: there is no silver bullet youth ministry or Sunday school program that will turn a
young person into a pious, believing, and committed Orthodox Christian.

See next page

WARREN — Boro Gajic, 66, of
Warren, passed away Wednesday
morning, March 13, 2007, at the
Cleveland Clinic following a brief
illness.

Boro Gajic was born April 5, 1940,
in Celinac, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
son of Novak and Radojka Pusic Ga-
jic.

He came to Warren on Jan. 18, 1969,
and retired in 2001 from Copperweld
Steel Corp. as a laborer on the track
gang after 32 years. He was a mem-
ber of St. Elijah Serbian Orthodox
Church and enjoyed boating, fishing,
roasting lamb and pig on a spit, and
spending time with his grandchildren.
Survivors include his wife, Nevenka
Babic Gajic, whom he married March
6, 1964; four children, Slavica
(Slavko) Spasojevic of Cortland,
Mira Jaksic of Anchorage, Alaska,
Ljubica (Frank) Bakovic of Stock-
holm, N.J., and Milan Gajic of
Howland; six grandchildren, Snez-
ana, Slavica, Nina, Marko, Marina
and Milena; a brother, Pantelija Gajic
of Celinac, Bosnia-Herzegovina; a
sister, Nevenka Radujkovic of War-
ren; and a brother, Ratko Pusic of
Austintown.

His parents preceded him in death.
BEYHAJA ITAMJAT!

[Taken from the Tribune-Chronicle
internet edition]
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Dates to Remember in 2007 -

e Church Slava Banquet—LlpkBeHa Cnasa................. Sunday, May 13th
e Chetnik Picnic—YeTHn4ku MukH1k
e Men’s Club Golf Scramble...........
o Chetnik Picnic, Sunday—YeTHUYKM MUKHUK .......ccevrirnnnnnnns August 12
e Church Picnic.........ccccevriinnnnnnee
o SNF Bowling Tournament...........
e KoloSlava............cooeiiiininnnnnnns

(aase, [Ipocaase u Muxrun

The Real Mixed Marriage
Continued from page 6

Are you worried that one day you
may have red-headed grandchildren
who think that icons violate the Sec-
ond Commandment? Here is what you
need to do. Take your child to as
many services of the Church as possi-
ble from the time the child is forty
days old. I don't care how many dirty
looks Mrs. X gives you. Her grown
kid is probably at home sleeping off
his hangover. Keep the fasts. Pray
together often, and at least before
every meal. Participate together as a
family in all of the sacraments -- in-
cluding confession.

Moreover, watch what you say. Every
time you trash talk a priest or bishop
as you sit around the Sunday table,
your children become very confused.
Psychologically, they see the clergy in
their vestments as Jesus and you as
God the Father. More often than not,
the confusion you create is too diffi-
cult for young people to process and
they will just drop out.

If reading this article makes you
wince, [ apologize. But there is even
more good news. It's never too late to
change.

.............................................. June 3rd

....................................... July 21st

Decorative Candle
and other donations:

........................................ July 29th
.................................... October 5-7 g tha Gracanin - 2 candles for
................................... octOber 28th altar table fort the health Of Vuich

and Gracanin families.

Milos Miodrag—1 box votive lights
in memory of wife Ingeborg Miodrag

If you are a young married Orthodox
Christian not going to Church, get
there next Sunday. Bring your spouse.
See your priest. Get with the program.
Your marriage can grow richer and
stronger.

If you're a parent that regrets not forc-
ing the issue of living the life of the
Church earlier in your own children's
lives, then repent yourself. The change
in your heart will affect everyone
around you. Believe me, even if your
kids are grown, they're still watching
you.

Backpuimu
IMo3apas n YecTurka

UnaHoBMMa U WIaHULIaMa U
omuaaunau [lokpera Cprickux
Uernuka PaBue ['ope. CBuma

Cpbuma u Cpnkumama mupoM
CBETa W HAIIO] OTaONHH,
XKenuMmo cpehaH mpasHUK

Backpcema XpucroBor, cBe ux
M03/]paBJbaMO PaJOCHUM

MO3/]PaBOM:

When all is said and done, marrying
someone who is not Orthodox threat-
ens only the faith of the faithless.
Lived Orthodoxy is the pearl of great
price that many seek but too few find.
Could we please stop wringing our
hands over the "mixed-marriage prob-
lem?" My wife's Yia-Yia would have
said, "That dog don't hunt." She also
would have said during this time be-
tween Pascha and Ascension, "Christos
Anesti!" (Christ is Risen!). Xpucroc Backpee!
Bauctuny Backpce!
Rev. Aris P. Metrakos is a Greek Or-
thodox priest and pastor of Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church in Colum-
bia, SC.

Ynpasa u Ynanosu Yemnuuxoe
Oobopa y @apeny, Ila
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Pacniopen borocnyxema
Schedule of Services

April 2007

Below is a list of only the ser-
vices during the week. The
Sunday Liturgy begins at 10am
and Vespers on Saturdays and
on the Eve of Feasts is at 6pm
unless otherwise noted.

Monday, April 2nd—Holy
Monday, Presanctified Liturgy
9am; Bridegroom Matins 6pm

Tuesday, April 3rd—Holy
Tuesday, Presanctified Liturgy
9am; Bridegroom Matins 6pm

Wednesday, April 4th—Holy
Wednesday, Presanctified Lit-
urgy, 9am; Unction Service
7pm at Greek Church in Far-
rell

Thursday, April Sth—Holy
Thursday, Divine Liturgy 9am;
12 Passion Gospels 6pm

Friday, April 6th—Holy Fri-
day, Royal Hours 9am; Ves-
pers 3pm; Lamentations 6pm

Saturday, April 7th—Holy
Saturday, Divine Liturgy 9am;
Resurrection Matins 11:45pm

Monday, April 9th—Bright
Monday, Divine Liturgy 9am

Tuesday, April 10th—Bright
Tuesday, Divine Liturgy 9am

**Fr. Milovan will be absent
from the parish on Thursday,
April 12th for a Clergy Semi-
nar.

Place
Stamp
Here

Medure’s Catering

As your food service partner, Medure’s catering
wishes to thank you and show
appreciation for your confidence in us. Please
join us for food and fellowship following the Di-
vine Liturgy.

SUNDAY BRUNCH

April 15, 2007
St. George’s Banquet Facility

The complimentary brunch is open to all parish-
ioners. Please RSVP to Valerie Backo.




