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Nativity 2009

“And when they beheld the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.”
(Mt 2:10)

Dear brothers and sisters,

Two thousand years ago, wise men from the East rejoiced beholding the star which led
them to Bethlehem in Judea. Who knows how many days they travelled to behold the new-
born King of the Jews? When they saw Him, they bowed down to Him and gave Him gold,
frankincense and myrrh (Mt. 2:11).They gave Him the very best that they had. And it is our
belief that they exerted themselves to obtain the gold, frankincense and myrrh. And we
also, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, do today what they did then whenever we give to
His Church. We give the best, that most precious, from our treasure. For when we give to
our brothers and sisters, we give to Him. Instead of decorating our homes, let us decorate
our souls. Instead of buying expensive gifts for the coming holidays, let us purchase some-
thing for the poor. Let us not forget His words: And whoever gives one of these little ones
only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, hi shall by no
means lose his reward (Mt 10:42). Let us remember all the poor and orphans in our

prayers and works, especially our brothers and sisters in Kosovo and Metohija.

Let us not forget the words of Christ: It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts20:35).
In other words: He who gives receives more than he who receives. The joy of giving is
greater than the joy of receiving. It is by the grace of God that we are able to give (1 Cor
8:1).Besides this, we rejoice in that we celebrate this Christmas in complete ecclesiastical
unity. For the Lord heard our prayers, especially the prayers of our holy forefathers and
our recently departed His Holiness Patriarch Pavle of blessed memory. Let us strive to
spread this unity more and more among ourselves, as well as in all of the churches and par-
ishes of our God protected Diocese. In this He who is the source of all joy, heaven and earth,

the entire Church of Christ and our entire Serbian Orthodox people, rejoice.

In the name of all of those whom you have helped, from the depth of our heart and soul we
thank you warmly. Likewise, thank you for helping your churches, monasteries and Dio-
cese. May God grant that you continue to do so! May God grant your hearts and homes the

angelic joy of the first Christmas.

With all of our hearts we great you exclaiming:
CHRIST IS BORN! INDEED HE IS BORN!

Your intercessor before Christ-child:

+MITROPHAN /signed/
THE BISHOP OF EASTERN AMERICA

NeWSfrom the Pal‘iSh

The American poet William Ward
wrote once, “Silent gratitude isn’t
much use to anyone.” And he was
right. In the beginning of November
our Kolo Sestara celebrated their
Krsna Slava of St. Petka. It was a
nice celebration with a modest
attendance leaving one the
impression that there should have
been more people. Apart from
joining the Sisters on that day to
celebrate the feast together with
them we come also to their Slava to
show them our appreciation. And
surely the two most active groups
in our parish, worthy of our grati-
tude, are the members of our choir,
whose beautiful voices at the litur-
gies help us pray, and the Kolo
Sestara who spend their time at all
of our doings in the kitchen prepar-
ing the meals.

If the above goes for our Sisters
then I'm certain it would apply to
our children as well. At the end of
the month of January our children
will, as they do each year, prepare
a St. Sava Day Program. On behalf
of our youngest members | invite all
of our parishioners to join our
children for the annual program.

In December our parish hosted the
annual Christmas program put on
by the pan Orthodox Youth Group.
Since all of our parishes are experi-
encing low numbers in Church
School attendance the members of
the Orthodox Clergy Association of
the Shenango Valley decided to
combine our efforts. And so, last
year we initiated the pan Orthodox
Youth Group.

We thank Mara Ivanovich, Cath-
erine Jankovich and Honey Vuich
for helping in the kitchen and pre-
paring a delicious meal for this
year’s pan Orthodox event.
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Donations:

In memory of Slavko &
Edythe Gracenin

Milos Miodrag $20
M/M George Kusich 25
Milan & Stephanie Shumkaroff 40
Mira Solic 10
Mary Kasich 20
Regina Tatomirovich 20
Raymond & Joyce Delasko 20
Irene Delasko 25
Bertha Coffee 50

In memory of Dr. Pete Jankovich

Sam Jankovich $100
Catherine Jankovich 100
Milos Miodrag 25
M/M Slavko Sormaz 25
Jovo Dragicevich 20
Robert & Betty Kosanovich 25
Dan Kosanovich 25
M/M Milan lvanovich 50
John Rakoci 15
M/M Bogdan lvanovich 75
M/M Bran Vuich 25
Yvonne Klaric 20
Zorica Jelic 20
Alexis Lener 20
M/M Bozo Grkinich 50
M/M Dmitar Vucenovich 30
Dusan Cica 50
M/M Milos Vignjevich 20
M/M George Kusich 25
Rose Sangregorio 20
Margaret Erceg 10
M/M Ed Fabian 20

M/M Sam Backo donated $25 in
memory of Eleanor Kovacevich

Men’s Club donated $2,743 for the
painting of the inside of our social
center.

Christine Miller donated $100 towards
our building fund.

Jovo Dragicevich donated $20 towards
the purchase of new fridge in hall.

Fresco Fund Total

$19,083.80

Pogacha Sale -
Novembersale ..................... $997.50
December sale.................... $1,252.00

In memory of Zoran & Spiro Kolar

M/M Slavko Sormaz
M/M Srdjan Solic & family

$100
100

St. Sava Day Program
Sunday, January 31
10am Divine Liturgy

Cutting of the Slava Kolach,
Children’s Program and lunch
to follow.

“They are the Serbs”

he German priest Friedrich
Griesendorf, offered the following

words to his parishioners before
retiring:

“Our country lost the war. The English,
Americans and Russians won. Maybe
they had much better equipment, larger
armies, better leadership. In reality, it
was an explicit material victory. They
took the victory. However, here among
us is one nation that won another more
beautiful victory, a victory of the soul, a
victory of the heart and honesty, a vic-
tory of peace and Christian love. THEY
ARE THE SERBS. We knew them ear-
lier, some a little and some not at all.
But we all knew what we did in their
homeland. We killed hundreds of the
Serbs who defended their country for
one of our soldiers who represented
the occupier — the oppressor. And not
only that, we looked favorably when
others shot at Serbs from all sides; The
Croatians, the Italians, Albanians, Bul-
garians and Hungarians. Yet we knew
that among us in the prisoner of war
camps were 5,000 Serbian officers, who
earlier were the elite of the society and,
who now resembled living skeletons,
exhausted and spent from hunger. We
knew that among the Serbs smoldered
the belief ‘He who does not revenge is
not sanctified’.

“We are truly afraid of the revenge by

these Serbian martyrs. We were afraid
that after our capitulation they would

do what we did to them. We imagined

murder, plunder, rape, demolition and
destruction of our homes. However,

what happened? When the barbed wires
were torn down and 5,000 Serbian skele-
tons found themselves free in our midst,
those skeletons caressed our children.
Only now can we understand why our
greatest poet, Goethe, studied the Serbian
language. Only now can we comprehend
why the last word for Bismark, on his
deathbed, was — ‘SERBIA.

That kind of victory is more sublime than
a material victory. It seems to me that
only the Serbs could win such a victory,
being brought up in their St. Sava’s spirit
and epic poetry, which our Goethe loved
so much. This victory will live for centu-
ries in the souls of us Germans. I want to
dedicate my last clergyman’s sermon to
that victory and the Serbs who won it.”

Everyone Who is
Treated Unjustly

hen the righteous are treated

unjustly, then, we ask, why

does God allow this? The an-
swer is given by St. John Chry-
sostom: “Whatever we may suffer
unjustly in the hands of another,
God will count this injustice either
to cover some of our sins or to
give us a reward.” In other words
for all the injustices which we en-
dure, we either wipe out sins, or
earn brighter rewards if we have

see page 3
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IMpexn boxxuh 2009

A ka0 sudjewe 38uje3dy, obpadosauie ce 6eoma GeIUKOM padocmu
Mam. 2,10

[para 6paho u cectpe,

ITpe nBe xnspage ronuna, Myapamnu ca Victoka o0pagoBaiy Cy c€ BUAEBIIN 3BE31ly KOja HX
je Bommna o Buriejema Jynejckor. M ko 3Ha KOJMKO Cy JaHa IyTOBaJM Aa Ou BHIEIH
HosopoheHor Lapa Jynejckor? Kax cy I'a Bunenu, noknonunu cy My ce n napusaiu ['a

371aTOM, TaMjaHoOM ¥ u3MupHOM (MT. 2,11).

OHH cy My Janu OHO IITO cy HajOospe mManu. M BepyjeMo Aa Cy ce MHOTO TPYOWIH Ha
HabaBe 37aTo0, TaMjaH 1 u3MupHY. Y Mu naHac, Jpy0speHa Opaho U cecTpe, YNHIMO OHO IITO
Cy OHH HeKaJa YMHWIN KaJ rox napyjemo Bberosoj Lipksu. [lajMo HajO0Ibe U HAjCKYyIIJBE U3
Hale pu3HHUIE. Jep Kax majemo Hamoj Opahm u cectpama, themy Camome majemo. YmMecTo
kuhema Hammx kKyha, OKUTUMO Halie Jynie. YMecTo Ja KyIyjeMO CKyIe CTBapu 3a OBE
Npa3HKKe, Ky[MMO HEIITo 3a cupoTumy. He 3a06opaBumo Hherose peun: “U ako Heko Hamnoju
jeaHora ol OBUX MaJlMX CaMO YalloM CTyZEHE BOJE y MME YYEHHYKO, 3aUCTa BaM KaxXeM,
nehe my nmara nponactu” (Mr. 10,42). CeTMO ce CBUX CHPOMAIIHUX M CUPOTHUX y HAIIUM
MOJIMTBaMa W JieJMMa, a HapouuTo Hame Opahe m cecrapa Ha KocoBy m Metoxuju. He
3abopaBumMo peun Xpucrtose: “‘brmaxenuje je maBatu Hero nmpumat’ ([ena 20,35). pyrum
peunma: Bumre no0OWja OHaj KOjU Iaje of oHOra Koju mpuma. Beha je pamoct maBama on
panmoctu npuMama. biaroxart je boxwuja xa moxemo masatu (2 Kop. 8,1).

IMopen Ttora, pamocan cmo mro hemo oBaj Boxkuh modexkaTH y MOTIYHOM HPKBEHOM
jemuHCTBY. Jep je T'ocmoj yciwImmo Halle MOJIUTBE, @ HAPOYUTO MOJHUTBE HAIIMX CBETHX
mpeJaKa, W Haller HEJaBHO MpeMUHYJor OnaxkeHe ycrmomeHe Cjatjemrer Ilatpujapxa
[Mana. [ToTpymumo ce ma TO jEQUHCTBO CBE BHINEC M BHUIIE IpojaBibyjeMo Mehy Hama
camMmMa, Kao ¥ 10 CBUM II[pKBaMa U napoxujama Harie borom uyBane Enapxuje. Tome he ce
pamosatu On, Koju je n3Bop cBuX pamoct, HeOO U 3emiba, ena LlpkBa Xpucrosa, u caB

PO HaIll CPIICKU TPaBOCTABHH.

VY ume CBUX OHHX KOje CTe MOMOIINH, W3 ITyOWHE AyIIe W CpIa TOIUIO BaM OJaromapumo.
Hcto Tako, XBaja BaM IITO IIOMaKeTe CBOje I[pKBEe M MaHactupe u cBojy Emapxwmjy. Maj
Boxe na u nasee tako yunnure! Heka Bor oOpanyje Bama cpiia u Haiie J0MOBe aHleIcKoM

panoctu npBora boxkuha. O cpua Bac no3apasibamo, kinuyhu:

XPUCTOC CE POAHU!
BAUCTHUHY CE POOMN!

CPERHA U BOTI'OM BIATOCJIOBEHA 2010!

Bam monutess npen boromnanenuem Xpucrom I'ocriogom,

EIMMCKOIT
NCTOYHOAMEPUYKHU

no sins. This is why we never
put such questions to God, es-
pecially if we want our faith to
be like that of Abraham, and to
have the privilege to serve ac-
tively the will of God.

Jesus Christ was pursued from
the very beginning and He had
to flee from His place because
of the murderous fury of
Herod. The one who left was
He who would save His people
according to the order that Jo-
seph received from the Angel.
What does this mean for us? It
means that we must never be
anxious, when what is done to
us is contrary to what we ex-
pect. God often fulfils His
plans by contradictory events,
giving us in this way the great-
est proof of His power. Let us
never forget the saying, “Mine
is the retribution. I will recom-
pense, says the Lord.” In other
words, to God belongs both the
retribution and the recompense
(Heb. 10:30).

Our Lord Jesus Christ, by be-
coming man and going through
all the events of the Divine
Economy “came out as a victor
to accomplish victory.” In
other words, He was given the
crown of victory, and departed
as a victor in order to accom-
plish new victories. One of
these, which is the most sub-
stantial, will be the one in
which God will come to dwell
among the people for ever, and
will wipe out every tear from
their eyes (Rev. 21:3-4). “O
Lord may Your kingdom
come.” AMEN!
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New Year's
Dance

Saturday, January 16th
6pm - midnight
Musical guest: Djuro Klipa.

$7.00 entrance

Jlouek HoBe N'oguHe
y cy60Ty 16. janyapa 2010. rogune

Ceupa bypo Kiumna
$7.00 ynasuuna
N
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Church Services During the Week: Jan. /Feb. 2010 Friday,' Feb. 12 - '
Three Hierarchs - Cs. Tpu Jepapxa 9am Liturgy

Wednesday, Jan. 6 - Thurs‘.’aY! Jan. 14 - GREAT LENT -

Christmas Eve Day, St. Basil the Great - Cs. begins Monday, February 15
BaamunaH 5:;”&';'5 Benuki BENMKMW MOCT -

9 am Liturgy 9 noumkse y noHegerbak, 15. gpebpyapa
6 pm Vigil Tuesday, Jan. 18 -

Thursday, Jan. 7 - Feast of the Holy Cross -

. o

K Lit
oo oo (Goma Dinner
Boxuh 10am Liturgy Wednesday, Jan. 19 -

Theophany - borojaBrbewe

Frida'y’ Jan. 8 - 9am |_|turgy SATU RDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 20] 0
Synaxis of the Most Holy

Theotokos; Ca6op Thursday, Jan. 20 - Doors open at 4:00 pm. $20.00 all you can eat
lNpecseTe boropoauue St. John the Baptist - cB.

9am Liturgy JosaH Kpctuters 9am Lit-

Saturday, Jan. 9 - urgy Home Blessing Schedule:

St. Stephen the Wednesday, Jan. 27 - REUAIVELEGE LETGIEREY) Greenville and
Protomartyr - CB. CTe(*)aH St. Sava - CaBVlHﬂ,aH W. Middlesex all other areas
NPBOMYYEHMK 9am Liturgy January

- January 29 - February
9am Liturgy 18 - 28 February 6 6-14




